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Ewiger Wald is a 1936 German propaganda
documentary film directed by Hanns Springer
and Rolf von Sonjevski-Jamrowski .

The film premiered on June 16, 1936 on
“Volkstum Day” at the fourth and last
Reichstag of the NSKG in Munich , but met
with little response from the premiere
audience. It then hit theaters , where it flopped
commercially. In 1937 the NSKG withdrew it
from distribution and the film was taken over

by the KDF . [1]
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The film tells the story of the German people as
a story of the German forest in the sense of the
blood and soil ideology of the National
Socialists .

The narrated time ranges from the Bronze Age
to Germany's defeat in World War I and its
resurrection under the sign of the swastika. In
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strong and emotionally charged images, supported by suggestive music, the film begins with long
tracking shots through extensive deciduous forests. The colonnades of a Gothic cathedral gradually
transform into the “column forest” of a real forest. Entire forests are repeatedly cut down by the
enemy down to the stump, but undeterred the German farmer sows his seeds again.
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Examples include the Hermannsschlacht , Vikings cutting down trees to build boats, the Peasants'
Wars , interpreted as the struggle of the rural population against the rule of the Catholic clergy , and
the destruction of forests because of the timber deliveries to France as a result of the Versailles Treaty
. Reforestation happens ... "accurately, like soldier to soldier", whereby the camera pans from the legs
of young soldiers to a tree nursery and it sounds from the off : "Eternal forest, eternal people - the tree
lives, like you and me, he strives for space, like you and I [...]” On the Weimar Republicit says:
"Rotten, degenerate, interspersed with alien races. How do you carry the people, how do you carry the
load for the forest?” [2] The cleared forest is resurrected as a forest of swastika banners, and the film
ends with a maypole adorned with a swastika. "In the final version, the individual geographical
regions in which the film was shot are melted together into a mythical overall vision of the German
landscape,” explains Rainer Gudin in his book Politische Landschaft . 3]

The film itself is a mixture of documentary and feature film, in which long-lasting image sequences of
forest, meadows and clouds alternate with nationalistic poems by Nazi functionary Carl Maria
Holzapfel , recited with pathetic vibrato , and illustrative feature film scenes. Text quotes that are
displayed are written in Fraktur .

Historical Background

The film, mostly shot in 1935, was commissioned by the National Socialist Cultural Community
(NSKG). The NSKG was financially completely dependent on the subsidies from Robert Ley 's
German Labor Front (DAF) and the emergency community of German science , which had been
brought into line since 1934. The client's motive was to bring Alfred Rosenberg 's anti-Catholic and
racist ideology closer to the German people , packaged in a film with aesthetic and artistic standards.
The film should promote the creation of a national-ethnic identity.

Production

The film was produced by Albert Graf von Pestalozza, whose company mainly produced didactic films
for school lessons. [4] Rolf von Sonjevski-Jamrovsk directed the film Blood and Soil. Basics of the
New Reich from 1933, so already had experience in National Socialist film propaganda. For Hanns
Springer, who only made a few films, it was the debut film.

The screenplay was written by the cultural functionary at the time, Carl Maria Holzapfel, who also

wrote an introduction to the film. 5] He received technical support from Arnfried Heyne , who edited
the film and later belonged to Leni Riefenstahl's technical staff .

Filming lasted two years.

The camera team included Sepp Allgeier , who also shot for Leni Riefenstahl and was one of the best-
known German cameramen at the time. He was assisted by five other cameramen, including Werner
Bohne , also a member of Riefenstahl's staff. For camera veteran Guido Seeber , who was the only
person involved in cinematography in the 19th century, this was the last feature-length cinema
production.

The picture comments and Holzapfel's lyrical texts, which are committed to National Socialist
ideology, were spoken by Giinther Hadank , Heinz Herkommer, Paul Klinger , Lothar Korner and
Kurt Wieschala.
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Die von der Spatromantik inspirierten Chor- und Solosatze Wolfgang Zellers schlagen — vorgegeben
durch die hymnenartigen Verse Holzapfels — fast sakral anmutende, bisweilen an gregorianischen
Monchsgesang erinnernde Klange an.

Filmkopien

Erhaltene Kopien variieren zwischen 54 und 88 Minuten und zirkulieren in unterschiedlicher Qualitat
im Internet. Steven Spielbergs Filmarchiv enthilt einen 23 Minuten langen Zusammenschnitt in guter
Bildqualitit.[®] Im Bundesarchiv existiert eine Reihe von Kopien in unterschiedlichen Formaten und
Lingen, die der Forschung zur Verfiigung stehen.”]

Rezeption

Szenen aus dem Film wurden sowohl in einer Episode der BBC-TV-Serie The Road to War: Global
War (1989) und in dem BBC-Fernsehfilm Das Erbe der Nibelungen (2011) gezeigt und diskutiert.
Julian Rosefeldt bezieht sich in seiner Filminstallation My home is a dark and cloud-hung land /
Meine Heimat ist ein diisteres, wolkenverhangenes Land (2011) ebenfalls auf Ewiger Wald.
Ausschnitte aus den Hymnen Holzapfels wurden gelegentlich von dem rechten Spektrum
nahestehenden Gruppen, wie Werwolf, Stahlgewitter oder Andras, als Liedtexte verwendet.
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